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Matt Gauldie, Artist’s Exhibition 
‘Life Between Two Shores’ !
17-27 October, 2019, Arrowtown Museum, Arrowtown !
Arrowtown Spring Arts Festival guest Artist Matt Gauldie will present an exhibition of 
his new works to coincide with the opening of the festival. On the night he will deliver, a 
detailed talk on his journey as Official New Zealand Army Artist and creating art in war 
zones such as Afghanistan. He will also discuss his early career in the United States 
through to his recent public bronze sculptures and motivations behind his artwork.  !
Matt’s latest collection, ‘Life Between Two Shores’ is a creative search into culture, 
identity, New Zealand history and his own family history. This is conveyed through a 
light-hearted look into a New Zealand story shared by many New Zealander’s.  !
Exhibition Statement !
‘Life Between Two Shores’ !
“In 1883 a young sailor arrived in New Zealand. Like many others from his homeland of 
Norway. Gabriel Gabrielsen made the long journey around the globe, in search of a 
new life working in the whaling industry. By the 1880s whaling was rapidly in decline as 
the demand for the once precious whale oil had dried up and was eventually replaced 
by mineral oil. !
Gabriel was just 25 years old when he arrived from the small fishing community of 
Karmoy, in south west Norway. He is my oldest ancestor to have arrived in New 
Zealand, and my link to the distant land and culture of Norway.   !
Norwegian people and culture are represented in my art by the Arctic Tern (Taranui or 
Terna) – a small migrating sea bird that circumnavigates the globe from Norway all the 
way to New Zealand. !
Where does the Arctic Tern belong? Is it in the space between New Zealand and 
Norway?, is its home wherever it lands? This is an exhibition of artworks about these 
questions and how I’ve looked to find answers through my art to my own place to 
belong.”   



!
Artist’s Biography !!
“My philosophy as an artist is to paint what you know.  I strive to capture the vast 
experiences of the people I meet and the places I have been to like postcards of my 
life.” !
Matt Gauldie is a multi-disciplinary Wellington artist currently living on the Kapiti Coast.  
He has over twenty years of professional experience working across a wide variety of 
mediums such as bronze, oil painting, print-making and illustration. !
Matt is most recognised for his official posting as New Zealand Army artist from 2004 to 
2015.  During this time, he produced paintings and sculptures depicting New Zealand 
soldiers on active operations overseas and throughout New Zealand.  As part of this 
role, he was deployed to various countries such as Afghanistan, East Timor and 
Solomon Islands.  He also travelled with New Zealand government contingents to 
historical war sites in Egypt, Turkey, France and Belgium.  The works produced during 
these years were curated into a major exhibition, ‘Within the Ranks’, held at Canterbury 
Museum. !
As an artist, Matt believes in the importance of research underpinning his art processes.  
He approaches his art by immersing himself in the various communities and subcultures 
of New Zealand.  This is reflected in the wide variety of subjects he has explored 
including: sheep shearers in Maniototo sheds, Rawhiri’s descendants at Whiria Pa in 
Hokianga, and Orchard workers in Maraekakaho Hawkes Bay.  He has also travelled with 
a prominent military historian to study the movements and expeditions of the original 
WWI Army Artist Sapper Moore-Jones.  This journey informed the development of the 
public sculpture of Sapper Moore-Jones gifted to Hamilton City Council in 2015.  !
In recent years, Matt has developed a reputation for his large scale public bronze 
sculptures.  He was commissioned by the Turkish Ambassador to create a monument for 
Pukeahu National War Memorial Park in Wellington in 2017.  His most recent work was 
commissioned by Waikato Combined Equestrian Group to commemorate the fallen 
horses that were sent to WWI and never returned. !!
Key Achievements 

Public Sculptures !
• War Horse, Hamilton Soldiers Memorial Park 

• Pukeahu National War Memorial (Turkish Monument) 



• Sapper Moore-Jones ‘Line of Fire’, Victoria St, Hamilton City Centre 

• S.S. Otaki Memorial for the Merchant Navy, Otaki College 

!
Exhibitions !
• ‘Petrol Head’ – Exhibitions Gallery, Wellington, 2014 

• ‘Connecting Threads’ – Parnell art Gallery, 2012 

• ‘Within the Ranks’ – Canterbury Museum, 2011 

• ‘Before the Storm – Auckland War Memorial Museum, 2009 

• ‘Our Stories’ Te Manua – Palmerston North, 2008 

!
Artist Fellowships and Residencies !
• Scots College Artist in Residence, 2016 

• WETA Workshop Guest Artist, 2016 

• Antarctic New Zealand Arts Fellowship, 2012 

• Rural Art Deco Maniototo Artist Residency, 2003 

!
Painting Commissions !
• ‘Stand To! At Gallipoli’ 2015 

• ‘Te Whare O Tumatauenga’, 2013 

• ‘Governor General Satyan and and General Mateparae’, 2012 

• ‘The Charge of the Otago Mounted Rifles at Messines’ 2008 

• ‘Governor Sarabi’ 2006 

• ‘Mayor Mark Blumsky’, Wellington Council Chambers, 2003 
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Contact: 

• mattgauldie@yahoo.com 

• Mobile 027 294 8200 

• www.mattgauldie.com 
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Matt Gauldie  
‘Life Between Two Shores’ 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 70 x 120cm 
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